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Sectors most impacted by COVID-19

Shares of total US employment and wage earnings in sectors most affected by COVID-19
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE EARNINGS, BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
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■ June 2019 employment ■ Wages paid in Q2 2019
In all, 20.4 percent of all 
workers are employed in 
industries most immediately 
affected by the COVID-19 
shutdowns.”

-Bureau of Labor Statistics

“

Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics.



Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Employment losses in top sectors

Nonfarm payroll employment losses by top sectors

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS, APRIL 2020
April 2020 employment

• According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, 20.5 million jobs were 
lost in April across all major industry 
sectors, particularly those in leisure 
and hospitality

• Nearly 75 percent of this decrease 
occurred in the food and 
beverage industry, where 5.5 
million jobs were lost in April

• Employment declined by 1.4 million in 
health care as offices of many health 
care practitioners remain closed

• 1.3 million jobs in other services 
were also lost, with heavy losses in  
personal and laundry services
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