
One-third of states have not expanded Medicaid coverage for 
lower-income residents
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Sources: Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, “Study: Without Medicaid expansion, poor forgo medical care,” Associated Press, October 15, 2018. 

Status of Medicaid expansion by state

• Medicaid costs 
approximately $570 billion 
per year, and the federal 
government sponsors ~90%
of that amount

• Under the ACA, states may 
choose to expand Medicaid 
for adults who earn below 
$16,750 per year (or 
$34,640 for a family of 
four) 

• Approximately 20% of US 
residents receive Medicaid 
benefits



Low-income adults in non-expansion states are more likely to 
face economic barriers to health care
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� Expansion states   � Non-expansion states

Percentage of low-income Americans ages 19-64 who…
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Could not afford dental care

Delayed seeking treatment due to costs

Did not seek necessary treatment due to costs

Could not afford eyeglasses

Delayed filling a prescription

Could not afford follow-up care

Skipped medication doses

Took less medication

Sources: Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, “Study: Without Medicaid expansion, poor forgo medical care,” Associated Press, October 15, 2018. 


