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On average, 30 American hospitals shut down per year, with 
an increase expected in the next 18 months

Potential hospital closures
Data from Morgan Stanley
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• Morgan Stanley analysts looked at data from 6,000 
U.S. hospitals and concluded that 8% (480) are at 
risk of closing in the next 18 months and another 
10% (600) are considered weak

• Mergers and acquisitions as well as 
alternative sites of care pressure hospital 
margins, particularly in rural areas

US hospitals: rural vs urban
Data from American Hospital Association 
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87 rural hospitals have closed from Jan. 2010 to Aug. 2018 
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Number of rural hospital closures by state
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Sources: “82 Rural Hospital Closures: January 2010 – Present,” UNC, Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research; National Rural Health Association, Advocacy

According to the National 
Rural Hospital Association, 
673 additional facilities are 
vulnerable to closure, 
representing over 33% of 
rural hospitals nationwide


