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A plurality of Americans supports single-payer health care
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HEALTH CARE POLLING

Generally, should the _____ have more control, less control or 
about the same amount of control on the health care system?

October 13, 2017  | Taryn MacKinney

Sources: Morning Consult & Politico, National Tracking Poll #170911 (Sept. 14-17), Sept. 20, 2017; Steven Shepard, “Poll: Plurality supports single-payer health care,” Politico, Sept. 20, 2017.

Views on single-payer health care system, where all Americans 
would get their health insurance from one government plan

Notable trends
• Nearly half of voters – 49% – say they support a single-payer health care system 
• Support for a single-payer health care system has jumped among Democrats: in April, 54% of Democrats supported it, compared to 67% in September
• 39% of respondents said that, generally, the federal government should have less control over the health care system
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Most of the public supports actions to keep drug prices down

HEALTH CARE POLLING

October 13, 2017  | Taryn MacKinney

Sources: Ashley Kirzinger et al., “Kaiser Health Tracking Poll - Late April 2017: The Future of the ACA and Health Care & the Budget,” Kaiser Family Foundation, Apr. 26, 2017.
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Allowing the federal government to negotiate with drug 
companies to get a lower price on medication for people 
on Medicare
Making it easier for generic drugs to come to market in 
order to increase competition and reduce costs

Requiring drug companies to release information to the 
public on how they set their drug prices 

Limiting the amount drug companies can charge for high-
cost drugs for illnesses like hepatitis or cancer

Allowing Americans to buy prescription drugs imported 
from Canada

Creating an independent group to oversees the pricing of 
prescription drugs

Allowing Americans to buy prescription drugs from 
online pharmacies based in Canada

Eliminating prescription drug advertisements

Encouraging people to buy lower-cost drugs by 
requiring them to pay a higher share if they 
choose a similar, higher-cost drug

Poll: Would you favor or oppose the following actions to help keep prescription drug costs down?


