
According to Ron Brownstein, “trade adds another wedge” to 
split between large and small metropolitan areas in the US
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“The difference reflects the concentration of many of the most attractive services in bigger 

urban hubs: gold-plated higher-education institutions, medical facilities, and tourism, all 

of which count as exports when they attract foreign consumers; high-end legal, 

professional, and business services; and entertainment and technology products.” 

– Ron Brownstein
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