
After violence in Charlottesville, tech companies start 
to ban white supremacist organizations

TECH COMPANIES & HATE GROUPS

GoDaddy
dropped The Daily 
Stormer, a neo-
Nazi website, from 
its domain 
registration 
system

The Daily Stormer
registered its 
domain with 
Google, which 
almost immediately 
removed the website

PayPal
reportedly 
stopped serving 
some white 
nationalist 
websites

• Facebook removed a white 
nationalist’s account 

• Cloudfare ended its relationship 
with The Daily Stormer

• Twitter suspended The Daily 
Stormer’s accounts

• Apple Pay stopped servicing 
some white supremacist sites

• Squarespace removed certain 
white supremacist sites 

• Spotify removed music by white 
supremacist artists
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Tech companies refusing service to hate groups in the wake of Charlottesville
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Sources: David McCabe and Sara Fischer, “Hate speech tests tech’s core principles,” Axios, August 17, 2017; Katie Mettler and Avi Selk, “GoDady – then Google – ban neo-Nazi site Daily Stormer for 
disparaging Charlottesville victim,” The Washington Post, August 14, 2017; Timothy Lee, “Racist Daily Stormer moves to Russian domain after losing .com address,” Ars Technica, August 16, 2017.
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Russian domain

The Daily Stormer moves to a Russian domain

• GoDaddy announced that the organization’s 
website violated their terms of service by 
content that “could incite additional violence”

• Previously, GoDaddy had responded to 
criticism for hosting the website by arguing 
that ”tasteless content is protected by free 
speech”

• After failing to find a home at Google, The 
Daily Stormer moved to the dark web with a 
Russian domain name


