
Education
Timeline of key recent federal actions on education

Potential actions in 115th Congress

•Education	Secretary	Betsy	DeVos	is	a	strong	
supporter	of	charter	schools	and	school	
choice,	so	it	is	likely	that	the	administration	
will	advocate	free-market	education	policies
•While	former	Democratic	presidential	
nominee	Hillary	Clinton	proposed	plans	for	
free	community	college	and	debt-free	public	
higher	education	during	the	campaign,	Trump	
has	not	signaled	an	openness	to	increased	
spending	to	alleviate	student	debt

Every	Student	Succeeds	Act	of	2015	(ESSA):	President	Obama	signed	the	Every	Student	
Succeeds	Act	into	law,	a	replacement	for	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act.	The	law	limits	the	
federal	government’s	role	in	education	policy	but	keeps	annual	testing	requirements.	
Examples	of	how	the	law	expands	state	control	include:	allowing	states	to	determine	their	
own	accountability	goals	to	measure	student	performance	and	letting	states	determine	
how	to	intervene	in	failing	and	underperforming	schools.

Gov.	Cuomo	announces	plan	for	free	public	higher	education	in	New	York:	The	Democratic	
governor	of	New	York,	Andrew	Cuomo,	proposed	a	three-year	plan	to	eliminate	tuition	
costs	for	public	college	education	for	families	making	less	than	$125,00	a	year	by	2019.

House	GOP	introduces	the	Choices	in	Education	Act	of	2017:	Rep.	Steve	King	(R-IA)	
introduced	a	bill	to	repeal	ESSA,	distribute	federal	funds	for	education	in	the	form	of	
vouchers,	limit	the	authority	of	the	Department	of	Education	and	repeal	school	cafeteria	
nutritional	standards.

Betsy	DeVos confirmed	as	education	secretary:	In	a	historically	close	51-50	vote,	with	Vice	
President	Mike	Pence	casting	the	tie-breaking	vote,	DeVos was	confirmed	as	head	of	the	
Department	of	Education,	inciting	protests.	It	remains	to	be	seen	whether	she	will	push	a	
‘free	market’	education	agenda	or	allow	states	to	make	their	own	education	policy	
decisions.

Trump	administration	announces	proposal	for	huge	budget	cuts	to	education:	The	White	
House	requested	a	funding	cut	of	over	$9	billion	from	the	Department	of	Education	for	
fiscal	year	2018.
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