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In his first 100 days, Trump has reversed campaign 
positions on NATO, China, Russia and Syria

Where does President Trump stand on key foreign policy issues? 
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North Korea:	Vice-President	Mike	Pence	
declared	 an	end	to	the	Obama-era	strategy	
of	strategic patience,	shortly	 after	a	US	Navy	
strike	 group	was	redirected	 to	the	western	
Pacific	Ocean	near	the	Korean	peninsula	as	a	
show	of	force.

Russia:	President	 Trump	has	reassessed	his	
support	 of	Russia	after	learning	of	their	
suspected	complicity in	the	Assad	
regime's use	of	chemical	weapons	in	April.

NATO:	During	his	campaign,	President	 Trump	
expressed	many	doubts	about	NATO;	
however,	 after	a	joint	appearance	with	
NATO’s	secretary-general,	 President	 Trump	
reversed	 his	position.

Syria:	After	the	Assad	regime	used	chemical	
weapons, President	 Trump	reversed	 his	
position	 of	non-intervention	 in	Syria	and	
authorized	 a	strike on	a	Syrian	airbase.	
Members	of	his	administration	 have	hinted	
the	US	might	support	regime	change	in	the	
future.

Iraq:	Officially,	 there	are	5,200 US troops	in	
Iraq, not	counting those deployed	 on	a	
“temporary	 basis.” The	Trump	administration	
has	stopped	 releasing	information	 about	the	
size	and	nature	of	US	troop	deployment	 in	
Iraq	and	Syria	to	maintain	an	element	of	
surprise	 in	their	efforts	to	defeat	ISIL.	

Iran:	Trump	has	been	a	vocal	critic	 of	the	Iran	
deal	since	his	campaign.	Secretary	Tillerson
announced	 the	administration	 was	initiating	
a	comprehensive	 review	 of	the	deal.	

China:	After	President	 Xi	Jinping’s	April	 visit	to	
Mar-A-Lago,	Trump	walked	back his	
accusations that	China manipulates its currency,	
which	is	likely	part	of	a	deal	made	to	
solicit Chinese	support	 in	containing	North	 Korea.	


