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Nominees can face many barriers 
in the confirmation process

Senate confirmation process and obstacles
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President	Refers	Nominee	to	
Relevant	Senate	Committee

Committee	Holds	Hearing Committee	Reports	
Nominee	to	Full	Senate

Information	uncovered	during	the	
committee’s	background	check	on	

the	nominee	could	derail	the	
nomination

Senate	Debates	
Nomination

Committee	members	can	delay	or	
derail	a	nomination	by	requesting	
additional	time	or	information	

before	a	hearing

Senate	Votes	to	Confirm

The	committee	may	vote	not	to	
report	the	nominee	to	the	Senate	
or	may	attach	an	unfavorable	
recommendation	to	the	report

Individual	Senators	can	filibuster	or	
place	a	hold	on	a	nominee,	which	can	
only	be	overcome	via	a	cloture	vote

A	final	vote	to	confirm	the	nominee	
could	fail,	most	failed	nominations	
are	halted	earlier	in	the	process


