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Zika funding 

Timeline of key recent federal actions on Zika funding 
Potential actions in 114th Congress
•  Before  the  beginning  of  FY17,  Congress  

passed  a  con9nuing  resolu9on  that  includes  
$1.1  billion  in  emergency  funding  to  combat  
the  Zika  virus

Increase  in  microcephaly  reported:  Brazil  reports  an  unusual  increase  in  the  number  of  
cases  of  microcephaly  among  newborns  and  declares  a  na9onal  public  health  emergency.  
Zika  is  increasingly  found  in  neighboring  countries.  

President  Obama  requests  $1.9  billion  from  Congress  for  Zika  research  and  preven9on  

CDC,  WHO  conclude  causal  rela9onship  between  Zika  and  birth  defects:  WHO  announces  
scien9fic  consensus  on  a  link  between  microcephaly  and  the  Zika  virus.

Administra9on  taps  into  Ebola  funding,  Congress  passes  priority  voucher  bill:  In  absence  of  
Congressional  funding,  the  administra9on  moved  $510  million  from  Ebola  response  and  
preven9on  and  another  $75  million  from  other  efforts.  Congress  passed  a  bill  allowing  the  
FDA  to  make  Zika  drug  developers  eligible  as  a  priority  voucher,  but  not  alloca9ng  funding.  

House  and  Senate  pass  separate  Zika-‐related  bills  –  conference  stalls:  The  Senate  bill  
offered  $1.1  billion  while  the  House’s  bill  offered  $622  million  in  funding.

House  passes  federal  spending  bill  alloca9ng  $1.1  billion  to  Zika,  Senate  votes  bill  down:  
GOP  representa9ves  passed  a  Zika-‐related  provision  in  a  spending  bill  with  policy  riders  
related  to  Planned  Parenthood  affiliates.  Senate  Democrats  refused  to  pass  the  bill.  


Congress  breaks  for  recess  with  no  ac9on  on  Zika  funding:  The  House  bill  failed  in  the  
Senate  a]er  months  of  nego9a9on,  elimina9ng  any  possibility  of  alloca9ng  money  to  
prevent  the  spread  of  Zika  in  the  US  over  the  summer.

Congress  passes  CR  with  $1.1  billion  for  Zika  response:  Congress  reached  a  deal  to  fund  the  
government  and  provide  emergency  funds  for  the  federal  Zika  response.


October  5,  2016  |    Emilia  Varrone,  Libbie  Wilcox  and  Alexander  Perry  

LEGISLATIVE FORECAST FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS 

Fall  2015

    Feb  2015

April  2016

May  2016

June  2016

March  2016

Sources:  Will  Drabold,  “Zika  Funding  Bill  Fails  as  Congress  Is  Unable  to  Reach  Compromise,”  Time,  July  14,  2016;  Nora  Kelly,  “Congress  Falls  Short  on  Zika,”  The  Atlanac,  July  16,  2016;  Lena  H.  Sun,  “CDC:  Puerto  Rico  Could  See  Hundreds  of  Zika-‐infected  Babies  with  Microcephaly,”  Chicago  
Tribune,  June  20,  2016;  Toni  Clarke,  "Congress  Sends  Obama  Bill  on  Zika  Drug  Development",  Reuters,  April  12,  2016;  Michaeleen  Doucleff,  "Zika  is  Linked  to  Microcephaly,  Health  Agencies  Confirm,"  NPR,  March  31,  2016;  Brady  Dennis,  "Obama  Asks  Congress  for  $1.9  Billion  to  Combat  
Spread  of  Zika  Virus",  the  Washington  Post,  February  22,  2016;  Rae  Ellen  Bichell,  "White  House  Says  it  Will  Cut  Ebola  Funding  to  Address  Zika"  NPR,  April  6,  2016;  Mary  Kindhauser  et  al.,  “Zika:  The  Origin  and  Spread  of  a  Mosquito  Borne  Virus”,  WHO,  February  7,  2016;  Edward  Boatman,  
Noun  Project,  May  3,  2016;  Sonja  Rasmussen  et  al.,  "Zika  Virus  and  Birth  Defects  -‐  Reviewing  the  Evidence  for  Causality",  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine,  April  13,  2016;  Sarah  Ferris,  “House  Takes  First  Step  to  Merge  Zika  Bills”  The  Hill,  May  26,  2016;  “The  Senate  voted  down  a  Zika  
funding  bill  that  was  crammed  full  of  ana-‐aboraon  amendments”  Quartz,  June  28,  2016.

July  2016

Sept  2016


