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Clinton Trump

Clinton has more money left to spend than Trump

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Open Secrets/Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

■ Campaign committee cash on hand (Democrats) ■ Campaign committee cash on hand (Republicans)
■ Outside groups’ cash on hand (Democrats) ■ Outside groups’ cash on hand (Republicans)

Will Trump’s fundraising 
disadvantage hurt him in the 
last months of the campaign?
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Presidential candidates’ money in the bank

Millions of dollars; as of September 21
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Clinton Trump

Clinton has spent more money Trump

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Open Secrets/Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

■Money spent by campaign committee (Democrats) ■Money spent by campaign committee (Republicans)
■Money spent by outside groups (Democrats) ■Money spent by outside groups (Republicans)
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Money spent by presidential candidates

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

Millions of dollars; as of September 21
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Clinton Trump

Clinton has raised more money than Trump

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Open Secrets/Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

■Money raised by campaign committee (Democrats) ■Money raised by campaign committee (Republicans) 
■Money raised by outside groups (Democrats) ■Money raised by outside groups (Republicans)
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Total money raised by presidential candidates

Millions of dollars; as of September 21

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING



Clinton and Trump both have super PACs supporting them

September 21, 2016  | Christine Yan and Owen Minott Jr.

Presidential candidates and the PACs supporting them

Sources: Matea Gold and Cristina Rivero, “The 2016 Presidential Contenders and Their Big-money Backers,” Washington Post, August 11, 2015.

Notes:
• Clinton’s PAC Priorities USA Action supported President Obama’s re-election bid in 2012

Clinton
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Correct 
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Record
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Trump

Make America 
Great Again

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING
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GOP has huge fundraising advantage in PA, OH and NH

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Open Secrets/Center for Responsive Politics, 2016; Cook Political Report, 2016.
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Pennsylvania
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Wisconsin*

Illinois

Florida*

New Hampshire*

Indiana

Nevada

Millions of dollars, as of June 30, 2016

Cash on hand by party in 7 most competitive Senate races

■Money in the bank of GOP candidate(s)    ■Money in the bank of Democratic candidate(s) 

*Numbers for Wisconsin are as of July 20th; numbers for Florida are as of August 10th; numbers for New 
Hampshire are as of August 24th.

Seats held by GOP

Seat held by Democrats

Most competitive races based 
on Cook Political Report ratings

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING



GOP has raised more money in closest Senate races

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Open Secrets/Center for Responsive Politics, 2016; Cook Political Report, 2016.
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Millions of dollars; as of June 30*

Total fundraising by party in 7 most competitive Senate races

■Money Raised by GOP Candidate(s)    ■Money Raised by Democratic Candidate(s) 

*Numbers for Wisconsin are as of July 20th; numbers for Florida are as of August 10th; numbers for New 
Hampshire are as of August 24th.

Seats held by GOP

Seat held by Democrats

Most competitive races based 
on Cook Political Report ratings

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING



Which Senate races are the most expensive? 

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.
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Millions of dollars, as of September 2, 2016

Campaign fundraising by Senate race

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

• Includes all of the primary candidates from both 
parties

• Does not include outside spending



Which House races are the most expensive?

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.
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Maryland 8

Wisconsin 1

Florida 18

Illinois 10

Arizona 2

California 23

Florida 23

New York 1

Florida 6

New York 19

Millions of Dollars, as of September 2, 2016

Campaign fundraising by House race

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

• Includes all of the primary candidates from both 
parties

• Does not include outside spending



Members of Congress raise money for their 
allies with leadership PACs 

■ Democratic Congressional leadership PAC fundraising    ■ Republican Congressional leadership PAC fundraising

$0 $400,000 $800,000 $1,200,000 $1,600,000 $2,000,000

Rep. Kevin McCarthy (CA)

Rep. Paul Ryan (WI)

Rep. Steny Hoyer (MD)

Rep. Steve Scalise (LA)

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (NY)

Rep. John Boehner (OH)

Rep. Kevin Brady (TX)

Rep. Patrick McHenry (NC)

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA)

Rep. Joseph Crowley (NY)

Leadership PACs are pots of money a candidate 
raises not to spend on their own campaign, but to 
help other politicians. By making donations to 
members of their party, ambitious lawmakers can 
use their leadership PACs to gain clout among their 
colleagues and boost their bids for leadership posts 
or committee chairmanships.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr. 11

As of September 12, 2016

Campaign donations by leadership PACs

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

Total Amount: $34.3 million
Total to Dems: $13.3 million
Total to GOP: $20.9 million
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Summary of outside spending

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.
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Total outside spending: 
$790,238,360

Millions of dollars, as of September 21, 2016

Outside campaign spending by type, all 2016 elections

Other includes: corporations, 
individual people and other 
groups 

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING
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Outside spending in 2016 election cycle is 
greater than ever so far

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.
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Super PACs were new in 2010, 
a consequence of the January 
Citizens United ruling.

Millions of dollars

Outside spending by cycle through September 21 of election year

■ Outside spending (independent expenditures) by September 21

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING



PACs spent the most money ever in 2012

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.
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Spending is greater during 
presidential election years

Millions of dollars

Outside spending for election year

■ Outside spending for entire election cycle
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Top 10 individual donors, 2016 election cycle

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

■Money donated to Democrats    ■Money donated to Republicans
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Thomas Steyer, CA, Next Generation

Robert Mercer, NY, Renaissance Technologies

Donald Sussman, CT, Paloma Partners

Paul Singer, NY, Elliott Management

R. & E. Uihlein, IL, Uline Inc.

George Soros, NY, Soros Fund Management

Fred Eychaner, IL, Newsweb Corp

H & C Saban, CA, Saban Capital Group

J & M Simons, NY, Renaissance Tech

Michael Bloomberg, NY, Bloomberg L.P.

Campaign donations by individual donors

Millions of dollars, as of September 12, 2016

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

Includes donations to federal 
candidates, parties and PACs (or 
other outside spending groups.)
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Construction

Highest spending sectors donate more to Republicans

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

■Money donated to Democrats    ■Money donated to Republicans       ■Money donated to outside spending groups 
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Disclosed campaign donations by sector

Millions of dollars; as of September 12, 2016

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

• Includes donations by individuals and 
organizations giving to both candidates and 
parties, and outside groups

• Outside spending is not broken down by party



Different types of advocacy groups have 
distinct benefits and limits

Advocacy groups and their regulations

Contribution 
Limit

Must 
Disclose 
Donors?

Can 
Coordinate 
with 
Candidate?

Can be 
Primarily 
Political?

Can 
Expressly Tell 
Voters Who 
to Vote For? 

Regulator

Traditional PACs 
$5,000 

per year    

FEC

Super PAC Unlimited    

FEC

501(c)(4) 
Non-profit

Unlimited    

IRS

527 Non-profit Unlimited    

FEC

Source: Bloomberg Politics, July 31, 2015; OpenSecrets.com: Center for Responsible Politics. 

September 21, 2016  | Owen Minott Jr.

DONORS
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Democrats have raised more in 2016, but GOP 
has more left in the bank

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

As of September 19, 2016

Campaign fundraising by party

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

Includes all fundraising by the national party 
committees and all affiliated committees 

■ Democrats money spent     ■ Democrats cash on hand     
■ GOP money spent     ■ GOP cash on hand
■ Debts



RNC has more money left to spend than DNC

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

As of September 19, 2016

Campaign fundraising by national party committees

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

■ Democratic National Committee money spent ■ DNC cash on hand     
■ Republican National Committee money spent ■ RNC cash on hand
■ Debts



House campaign committees have raised 
over $100 million each 

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

As of September 19, 2016

Campaign fundraising by House campaign committees

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

■ Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee money spent ■ DCCC cash on hand     
■ National Republican Campaign Committee money spent    ■ NRCC cash on hand



Dems Senate campaign committee has outraised GOP 

September 21, 2016  |  Owen Minott Jr.

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, 2016.

As of September 19, 2016

Campaign fundraising by Senate campaign committees

2016 ELECTION: FUNDRAISING AND OUTSIDE SPENDING

■ Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee money spent ■ DSCC cash on hand     
■ National Republican Senatorial Committee money spent ■ NRSC cash on hand
■ Debts


