
US Infant Mortality Rates Remains Higher than 
Most Developed Countries 
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Source: Marian MacDorman et al., “International comparisons of Infant Mortality and Related Factors: United States and Europe, 2010.

CROSS COUNTRY COMPARISON OF INFANT MORTALITY RATES

Infant Mortality Rate Country Comparison, Rate per 1,000 Live Births (2010)

2.3

2.3

2.5

2.5

2.7

2.8

3.2

3.2

3.4

3.4

3.4

3.6

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.8

3.9

4.1

4.2

5

5.3

5.5

5.7

6.1

Finland
Japan

Portugal
Sweden

Czech Repubublic
Norway

Korea
Spain

Denmark
Germany

Italy
Belgium

France
Israel

Greece
Switzerland

Austria
Australia

United Kingdom
Poland

Hungary
New Zealand

Slovakia
United States



Excluding Pre-term Births, US Still Lies Near Bottom of 
Developed Countries in Infant Mortality Rate 

June 7, 2016  | Emilia Varrone

Source: Marian MacDorman et al., “International comparisons of Infant Mortality and Related Factors: United States and Europe, 2010.

INFANT MORTALTIY RATES EXCLUDING PRE-TERM BIRTHS

Infant Mortality Rate Excluding Births at <24 Weeks of Gestation 
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Deep South has Highest Infant Mortality Rate; 
Western States Fare Better 

INFANT MORTALITY RATES BY STATE
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Source: “Infant Mortality Rate (Deaths per 1,000 Live Births)”, Kaiser Family Foundation, 2013. 

■ 4.2-5.3    ■ 5.6-6.8     ■ 6.9-7.9    ■ 8.6-9.6

Infant Deaths per 1,000 Live Births by State, in 2013

Massachusetts has the 
lowest infant mortality 
rate at 4.2 deaths per 
1000 live births

Mississippi has the 
highest infant mortality 
rate at 9.6 deaths per 
1000 live births
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Appalachian States Struggle with Higher Infant 
Mortality Rates Among Non-Hispanic Whites

INFANT MORTALITY RATES BY STATE
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Source: “Infant Mortality Rate (Deaths per 1,000 Live Births) by Race/Ethnicity”, Kaiser Family Foundation, 2013. 

■ 3.2-4.1    ■ 4.2-5.0     ■ 5.1-5.7    ■ 6.1-7.0

Non-Hispanic White Infant Deaths per 1,000 Live Births by State, in 2013

New Jersey has the lowest 
infant mortality rate 
among whites at 3.2
deaths per 1000 live births

West Virginia has the 
highest infant mortality 
rate among whites at 7.0 
deaths per 1000 live births
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Non-Hispanic Black Infant Mortality Rate Far 
Higher than Other Ethnicities Nationwide

INFANT MORTALITY RATES BY STATE
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Source: “Infant Mortality Rate (Deaths per 1,000 Live Births) by Race/Ethnicity”, Kaiser Family Foundation, 2013. 
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Non-Hispanic Black Infant Deaths per 1,000 Live Births by State, in 2013

Massachusetts has the lowest 
infant mortality rate among 
non-Hispanic blacks at 6.9
deaths per 1000 live births

Kansas has the highest 
infant mortality rate among 
non-Hispanic blacks at 14.2 
deaths per 1000 live births
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Middle America has Highest Infant Mortality Rates 
Among Hispanics

INFANT MORTALITY RATES BY STATE
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Source: “Infant Mortality Rate (Deaths per 1,000 Live Births) by Race/Ethnicity”, Kaiser Family Foundation, 2013.  
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Hispanic Infant Deaths per 1,000 Live Births by State, in 2013

Iowa has the lowest 
Hispanic infant mortality 
rate at 2.7 deaths per 
1000 live births

Rhode Island has the 
highest Hispanic infant 
mortality rate at 7.2
deaths per 1000 live 
births
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