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House and Senate Appropriations Approve $37.4B and 
$37.5B Energy and Water Bills Respectively

April 19, 2016  | Ben Booker

Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016.

ENERGY APPROPRIATIONS

■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request   ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding in Proposed Energy and Water Appropriations Bills

Measured in Billions of Dollars
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Nuclear Security Received a Little Over $300M More 
Funds in Proposed Bills than Last Year’s Funding

April 19, 2016  | Ben Booker

Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016; Office of Management and Budget.
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■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request   ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding For Nuclear Security

Measured in Billions of Dollars
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Congressional Bills Maintain Army Corps of Engineers 
Funding Unlike President’s Proposal
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Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016.
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■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request   ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding For Army Corps of Engineers

Measured in Billions of Dollars
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Senate Proposal Provides the Most Funding 
For Environmental Cleanup 
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Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016; Office of Management and Budget.

ENERGY APPROPRIATIONS

■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request   ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding For Environmental Cleanup 

Measured in Billions of Dollars

4



FY 2017 Budgets Reduce Bureau of Reclamation 
Funding by About $100 Million 
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Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016; Office of Management and Budget.

$1.2

$1.1 $1.1 $1.1

ENERGY APPROPRIATIONS

■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request   ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding For Bureau of Reclamation

Measured in Billions of Dollars

Limits on Water Rule

• Both the House and Senate 
include measures prohibiting 
changing the definitions of “fill” 
and “discharge” material under 
Clean Water Act

• This is in response to President 
Obama’s changes to Water Rules, 
which would allow grant greater 
regulatory power to Department 
of Interior and Bureau of 
Reclamation to regulate interior 
water resources
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Congressional Proposals For Energy Programs Are 
Lower Because They Exclude DOE’s Direct Spending
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Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016; Office of Management and Budget.

ENERGY APPROPRIATIONS

■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request *  ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding For Energy Programs

Measured in Billions of Dollars

* President’s budget proposal includes $1.6 
billion in direct spending authority for the 
Department of Energy and $11 billion in 
discretionary spending, which is why it is 
higher than Congress’ proposals

Differences on Which Energy 
Resource to Fund

• Both Congressional proposals increasing 
funding for fossil fuels and nuclear 
energy research

• President’s budget request asked for 
increase funding for renewables, but 
Congress cuts renewable research funds
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Both Appropriation Bills Propose Increasing 
Science Research Funding to $5.4B
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Source: House Appropriations Committee, “Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill,” April 12, 2016; Senate Appropriations 
Committee, “Energy and Water Subcommittee Approves FY2017 Appropriations Bill,” April 13, 2016; Office of Management and Budget.

ENERGY APPROPRIATIONS

■ FY 2016   ■ President’s FY17 Budget Request   ■ House Appropriations Bill   ■ Senate Appropriations Bill

Amount of Funding For Science Research (Funding is Under Energy Programs)

Measured in Billions of Dollars
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