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Robert Dr. Califf is a prominent American cardiologist. Dr. Califf was born in Anderson, South Carolina and attended high
school in Columbia, South Carolina. Dr. Califf attended Duke University for his undergraduate degree and for medical school.
Dr. Califf also spent some of his residency at the University of California in San Francisco. Following his graduation at Duke,
Dr. Califf became a cardiology fellow and later a professor of medicine and vice chancellor for clinical and translational
research. During his time at Duke, Dr. Califf was in charge of many research studies and was the founding director of the
Duke Clinical Research Institute. He has been recognized nationally and internationally for his work in cardiovascular
medicine, healthcare quality, and clinical research. Dr. Califf has also served on several Institute of Medicine committees that
recommended Medicare coverage of clinical trials and preventing medication errors. From 2009 to 2013, Dr. Califf was a paid
consultant for Merck Sharp & Dohme, AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson, GlaxoSmithKline, and Eli Lilly. From 2012 to 2015, Dr.
Califf spent some time as Director of Portola Pharmaceuticals, Inc. In 2015, Dr. Califf was appointed Deputy Commissioner of
the Food and Drug Administration’s Office of Medical Products and Tobacco. By September 2015, he was nominated to be
the next commissioner for the FDA. In February 2016, Dr. Califf was confirmed as commissioner.
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