
Source: National Journal Research, 2015; H. Con. Res. 27; S. Con. Res.11; Rachael Bade, “Budget Deal Elusive As Deadline Nears,” Politico, April 10, 2015. 

Budget Resolutions Authorize Similar Spending Levels 

Analysis 
•  Although the two budget resolutions differ on some policy details (e.g. Medicare), the spending levels they propose are largely similar 
•  Some analysts and staffers on the Hill think negotiators will extend current top-line spending numbers for FY2016, which would greatly 

simplify the process of reaching a compromise between the House and Senate budget resolutions 
•  Budget function categories combine all mandatory and discretionary spending being used for a particular purpose, and therefore 

include some spending not subject to budget caps 

FY2016 Budget Authority in House and Senate Budget Resolutions 
(by function category, in billions) 

House Budget Resolution Senate Budget Resolution 
(Relative to House) 

*See the following slide for a detailed breakdown of all other categories not listed here 

Medicare 

National Defense 

Income Security 

Health 

Net Interest  

Veterans Benefits 

Other* 

$578 

$531 

$512 

$416 

$367 

$167 

$270 

-$11 

$89 

$17 

-$2 

$0 

$0 

$69 



Education and Social Services 

Undistributed Offsetting Receipts 

Administration of Justice  

International Affairs 

Transportation 

Natural Resources and Environment 

Social Security  

Allowances 

General Science, Space, and Technology  

Government-wide savings 

General Government 

Agriculture 

Community and Regional Development  

Energy 

Commerce and Housing Credit 

Source: National Journal Research, 2015; H. Con. Res. 27; S. Con. Res.11. 

Budget Resolutions Authorize Similar Spending Levels (cont’d) 
FY2016 Budget Authority in House and Senate Budget Resolutions  

(by function category, in billions) 

House Budget Resolution Senate Budget Resolution 
(Relative to House) 

+$81 

-$74 

+$52 

+$38 

+$37 

+$35 

+$34 

-$33 

+$28 

+$27 

+$24 

+$20 

+$7 

-$4 

-$3 

+$6 

+$4 

+$0 

+$9 

+$35 

+$1 

+$0 

+$21 

+$2 

-$27 

+$0 

+$1 

+$10 

+$2 

+$6 


