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Previous Cycles May Hint at FY |16 Appropriations Outcomes
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Analysis

-

Some appropriations bills, such as
Defense, tend to pass more easily
because they concern uncontroversial
programs or because failure to pass a
bill would be politically unpalatable

Some appropriations bills are more
difficult to pass because they fund
politically controversial programs or
are subject to more partisan politics

* The appropriations process in recent years has tended to progress unevenly: some bills, such as Defense, have regularly managed to

pass the House, while other bills haven’t passed either chamber in years

* Since FY2013, the Senate has passed no appropriations bills; the new Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) promised to
restore “regular order” and pass appropriations bills in the Senate this year as part of his reelection campaign last year

Source: National Journal Research, 2015.



