
■ The Leaders

■ Most Conservative,
Most Liberal
These are the most-conservative and most-liberal members of
each chamber, based on composite scores in National Journal’s
2005 vote ratings.

Todd Akin, R-Mo. 95.8
Trent Franks, R-Ariz. 95.8
Steve King, R-Iowa 95.8
Randy Neugebauer, R-Texas 95.8
Pete Sessions, R-Texas 95.8
Bill Shuster, R-Pa. 94.8
Nathan Deal, R-Ga. 94.2
Lynn Westmoreland, R-Ga. 94.2
Sam Johnson, R-Texas 93.7
John Carter, R-Texas 92.8
Thelma Drake, R-Va. 92.8
Gresham Barrett, R-S.C. 92.5
Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn. 92.5
Joe Wilson, R-S.C. 92.5
Dan Burton, R-Ind. 92.0
Todd Tiahrt, R-Kan. 92.0
Richard Baker, R-La. 91.7
John Sullivan, R-Okla. 91.5
Virginia Foxx, R-N.C. 91.3
Charlie Norwood, R-Ga. 91.3
J.D. Hayworth, R-Ariz. 91.2
Ron Lewis, R-Ky. 91.2
Marilyn Musgrave, R-Colo. 90.8
Jim Ryun, R-Kan. 90.5
Kevin Brady, R-Texas 90.2

Pete Stark, D-Calif. 98.0 
Cynthia McKinney, D-Ga. 97.7
Barbara Lee, D-Calif. 97.5
Jan Schakowsky, D-Ill. 97.5
Linda Sanchez, D-Calif. 97.0
Donald Payne, D-N.J. 96.7
Mike Honda, D-Calif. 96.0
John Olver, D-Mass. 96.0
Jim McDermott, D-Wash. 95.8
Edward Markey, D-Mass. 95.5
Jose Serrano, D-N.Y. 95.3
John Lewis, D-Ga. 95.2
Jim McGovern, D-Mass. 95.2
Hilda Solis, D-Calif. 95.2
Lynn Woolsey, D-Calif. 94.5
John Tierney, D-Mass. 94.3
Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y. 94.0
Major Owens, D-N.Y. 94.0
Betty McCollum, D-Minn. 93.8
Dennis Kucinich, D-Ohio 93.7
Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz. 93.2
Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis. 93.0
Diane Watson, D-Calif. 93.0
George Miller, D-Calif. 92.8
Melvin Watt, D-N.C. 92.7

HOUSE
Most Conservative Most Liberal

Composite Conservative Score Composite Liberal Score

Wayne Allard, R-Colo. 90.8
Tom Coburn, R-Okla. 90.8
Jeff Sessions, R-Ala. 90.8
Jim Bunning, R-Ky. 89.2
Trent Lott, R-Miss. 88.0
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga. 87.0
Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga. 86.7
George Allen, R-Va. 85.8
Robert Bennett, R-Utah 84.8
Orrin Hatch, R-Utah 84.8
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 84.8
Thad Cochran, R-Miss. 83.2
James Inhofe, R-Okla. 83.2
John Ensign, R-Nev. 82.3
Elizabeth Dole, R-N.C. 81.8

Edward Kennedy, D-Mass. 96.7
Jack Reed, D-R.I. 95.2
Barbara Boxer, D-Calif. 94.3
Paul Sarbanes, D-Md. 91.0
Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J. 89.3
Tom Harkin, D-Iowa 89.2
Richard Durbin, D-Ill. 86.8
John Kerry, D-Mass. 86.7
Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich. 86.3
Barbara Mikulski, D-Md. 85.8
Jon Corzine, D-N.J.* 85.7
Carl Levin, D-Mich. 85.5
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. 85.3
Russell Feingold, D-Wis. 85.2
Mark Dayton, D-Minn. 83.5

SENATE
Most Conservative Most Liberal

Composite Conservative Score Composite Liberal Score

■ REPUBLICAN LEADERS ■ DEMOCRATIC LEADERS

Senate Composite Conservative Score Composite Liberal Score 

Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn. 81.5 Minority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. 78.2
Majority Whip Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 84.8 Minority Whip Richard Durbin, D-Ill. 86.8
GOP Conference Chair Rick Santorum, R-Pa. 70.0

House Composite Conservative Score Composite Liberal Score 

Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill.* * Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. 90.2
(Former) Majority Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas 86.7 Minority Whip Steny Hoyer, D-Md. 70.7
(New) Majority Leader John Boehner, R-Ohio** 83.8 (Former) Democratic Caucus Chair Robert Menendez, D-N.J. 71.0
Majority Whip Roy Blunt, R-Mo. 84.3 (New) Democratic Caucus Chair James Clyburn, D-S.C.** 71.5
GOP Conference Chair Deborah Pryce, R-Ohio 68.7

*Hastert received no scores because, as speaker, he did not vote frequently enough.
**Boehner took over in February 2006; Clyburn took over in December 2005.
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*No longer a member of the Senate.

2005 Vote 
Ratings

32 N A T I O N A L  J O U R N A L 2 / 2 5 / 0 6

Here is how the top congressional leaders
ranked in National Journal’s 2005 vote ratings.
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