
2 / 2 5 / 0 6 N A T I O N A L  J O U R N A L 35

Kerry

The following chart shows the composite liberal scores, based on National Journal’s annual vote ratings, 
of the Democratic senators who are considered to be possible 2008 presidential contenders. 
NJ began compiling the ratings in 1981.

John Kerry Russell Feingold Hillary Joseph Biden Evan Bayh
Mass. Wis. Rodham Clinton Del. Ind.

(First elected (First elected N.Y. (First elected (First elected
1984) 1992) (First elected 1972) 1998)

2000)

1981 — — — 79.0 —

1982 — — — 75.8 —

1983 — — — 78.3 —

1984 — — — 70.7 —

1985 91.8 — — 77.7 —

1986 93.5 — — 85.8 —

1987 81.7 — — 82.7 —

1988 93.0 — — * —

1989 79.5 — — 69.7 —

1990 92.7 — — 80.8 —

1991 85.8 — — 87.2 —

1992 80.7 — — 91.2 —

1993 83.2 82.7 — 67.8 —

1994 80.3 72.3 — 78.2 —

1995 78.2 83.5 — 65.2 —

1996 84.5 88.2 — 70.3 —

1997 85.2 88.8 — 60.8 —

1998 86.8 75.2 — 69.7 —

1999 82.8 67.5 — 78.7 60.7

2000 76.7 78.3 — 76.7 72.0

2001 87.7 68.8 76.3 87.3 59.3

2002 87.3 84.7 86.7 75.3 59.3

2003 96.5 89.5 88.8 75.3 58.5

2004 * 82.8 71.0 78.7 61.7

2005 86.7 85.2 79.8 80.2 70.7

Lifetime 
Average 
Composite 85.7 80.6 80.5 76.8 63.2
Liberal
Score

* Indicates the senator did not receive scores that year because of missed votes.

■ Where Hillary Clinton Broke Ranks

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., was near the
ideological center of Senate Democrats in 2005. Of the 70 Senate votes on
which the NJ ratings are based, Clinton sided with conservatives six times,
mostly on foreign policy. (For full vote descriptions, see pp. 42-44.)

On economic issues, Clinton voted with conservatives to …
• oppose increasing automobile fuel-efficiency standards. (Vote 157)
• approve reconciliation legislation extending certain tax cuts. (Vote 347)

On social issues, Clinton voted with conservatives to …
• limit debate on the judicial nomination of Priscilla Owen. (Vote 127)

On foreign-policy issues, Clinton voted with conservatives to …
• confirm Condoleezza Rice as secretary of State. (Vote 2)
• allow the use of funds for television broadcasts to Cuba. (Vote 85)
• support funding a new prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. (Vote 93)
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