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■ WHO ARE THE DEAD?
If there were an archetypal fatality in the war on Iraq, he
would be a white enlisted man in the Army, an infantryman,
with the rank of specialist or corporal, perhaps married and
with a child. He would be 20 years old and most likely hail
from a metropolitan area or nearby county. In Afghanistan,
the typical casualty would be an older and higher-ranking
white soldier, maybe a sergeant, and possibly attached to a
Special Forces unit, or a helicopter squadron. Here is a
demographic profile of the dead and some comparisons with
their counterparts from Vietnam.

BY RANK, IN GENERAL
In Vietnam, junior enlisted troops——those in pay grades E1 to E4——
made up more than two-thirds of those killed. In Iraq, they make up a
little more than half, and in Afghanistan, only a third. 

BY RANK, SPECIFICS
In Vietnam, a private first class was the most prevalent casualty. In
Iraq, it is a rank higher, a specialist or corporal. Many more senior
enlisted——those in pay grades E5 to E9——are dying, too, in both Iraq
and Afghanistan, most of them sergeants.

*All figures for Iraq include supporting operations in Kuwait and elsewhere.
**All figures for Afghanistan include operations in the Philippines, the Horn of 
Africa, and supporting operations worldwide.
NOTE: Some charts may not total 100 percent because of rounding.
COMPILED BY: Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Corine Hegland, and Elizabeth Levin.
GRAPHICS BY: Jodie Morris and Chanin Knight
SOURCES: Defense Department data as of May 8, 2004; National Archives and
Records Administration; Associated Press
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PERCENTAGE OF WAR DEAD, BY PAY GRADE

Pay grades E1-E9 are enlisted personnel, 01-08 are commissioned officers.
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BY AGE
The troops dying in what the Pentagon calls the global war on ter-
ror——a phrase that encompasses operations in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Africa, and the Philippines——are significantly older than the troops
who died during the Vietnam War. The oldest troops are those
dying in Afghanistan, because a larger portion there are Special
Operations troops, and helicopter pilots, who have more years of
experience.

AVERAGE AGE OF WAR DEAD (arithmetic mean)

Vietnam 22.6
Gulf War 26.7
Iraq 26.6
Afghanistan, Philippines, Horn of Africa 29.2

MOST COMMON AGE AT DEATH (arithmetic mode)

Vietnam 20
Gulf War 22
Iraq 20
Afghanistan, Philippines, Horn of Africa 21
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BY ETHNICITY
Overall, minorities are not unfairly sharing the burden of death in Iraq or Afghanistan. Minorities died in slightly higher numbers than their share of the
U.S. population during the major combat phase of the Iraq war, but whites are dying in higher numbers in Afghanistan, and during the Iraq insurgency.
Among Marine Corps deaths, however, Hispanics make up a disproportionate share of the total——some 19 percent.

BY FAMILY STATUS
Troops drying in Iraq and Afghanistan are much more likely to leave behind widows or
widowers, and children, than those who died in Vietnam.

BY SERVICE BRANCH
Marines bore more of the burden of Vietnam than they are in Iraq or Afghanistan.
Army soldiers are paying the highest price, especially in Afghanistan. Reservists
today make up 17 percent of the total deaths, far more than in Vietnam.

BY GENDER
Although the number of women in uniform has grown steadily
since Vietnam, few have been killed in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Today, women make up 15 percent of the armed services
overall but only 3 percent of those killed.

VIETNAM GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM
KILLED % KILLED %

Men 58,185 99.99% 861 97%
Women 8 .01 23 3
Total 58,193 100 884 100

BY CAUSE OF DEATH
The majority of the deaths in Afghanistan and supporting anti-
terror operations have been nonhostile——meaning deaths from
illness, weapons mishaps, and vehicle and aircraft accidents.
In Vietnam, combat deaths made up by far the highest total.

BY CITIZENSHIP
The U.S. figures include troops given citizenship post-
humously, a number the Pentagon said is at least 17.

United States 828
Mexico 7
Nicaragua 2
Colombia 1
Cuba 1
Dominican Republic 1
Guyana 1
Haiti 1
India 1
Poland 1
Country unknown 40
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ALL U.S. MILITARY DEATHS IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN
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MARINE CORPS PERSONNEL (active duty only)
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† “Other” includes Asian, Pacific Islander, Native Hawaiian, American Indian, Native Alaskan,
multiple races, and unknown.

†

13%

7%

16%

6%

11%
71% 83%

8%

6% 3%

VIETNAM† GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR IRAQ
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