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FCC’s Views on Net Neutrality Regulations Have Evolved

Timeline of Regulatory Action Affecting Net Neutrality
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Open Internet
Order Issued
FCC adopts order
prohibiting traffic
discrimination by
broadband providers

New Net Neutrality
Rules Proposed
FCC offers new net
neutrality rules to permit
providers to manage
traffic in a “commercially
reasonable” manner

Telecommunications
Act of 1996 Passed
Legislation confirms FCC
jurisdiction over broadband
Internet providers

FCC Proposes
Open Internet Principles
FCC guidelines urge
providers to treat all traffic
equally; principles lack an
enforcement mechanism
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Broadband Becomes

Open Internet Order
“Information Service”

FCC classifies broadband
internet as an “information
service,” constraining the
agency’s regulatory powers

Internet Traffic Booms
Growth of internet usage,
especially in streaming video,
strains internet networks

Stuck Down
Citing the 2002 classification,
the D.C. Circuit Court of
Appeals overturns the 2010
Open Internet Order

Summary

* The FCC’s May 2014 proposal to regulate broadband internet providers is one in a long series of battles over net neutrality

* While the FCC has enjoyed clear jurisdiction over broadband internet providers since the 1990s, the courts have yet to fully determine
how far the agency’s powers extend

Source: Kathleen Ann Ruane, “Net Neutrality:The FCC’s Authority to Regulate Broadband Internet Traffic Management,” Congressional Research Service, March 26,
2014.



