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[bookmark: top_5]TOP 5 STORIES THIS WEEK

· A team of U.S. officials led by Secretary of State John Kerry is in Geneva to assess the feasibility of a Russian proposal “to secure and dispose of” the chemical weapons held by the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, The New York Times reported. Read more 
· Look ahead: The talks between Kerry and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov are a critical test for the two nations, The Wall Street Journal reported. Read more
· The Central Intelligence Agency began delivering weapons to Syrian rebel forces “over the past two weeks,” The Washington Post reported. Read more
· Look ahead: The shipments “are limited to light weapons and other munitions that can be tracked,” but could exacerbate tensions between the U.S. and Russia over threatened U.S. military intervention in Syria.
· House Republicans are delaying a vote until next week on a continuing resolution that would have funded the federal government through Dec. 15, The Hill reported. Read more
· Look ahead: With big deadlines and political hurdles looming over fights to keep the government funded and hike the nation’s borrowing limit, a meeting Thursday of the top four congressional leaders could set the tone for this fall. Read more
· Syria may be dominating the nation’s capital, but members of Congress still face other legislative issues -- including unresolved battles over government spending, the federal debt, farm policy, immigration reform, and health care implementation -- during its limited September schedule, National Journal’s Billy House reported. Read more
· Look ahead: For an unpopular Congress that has displayed little cohesion and productivity, a sudden and smooth transition to a body capable of posting much-needed accomplishments seems anything but assured.
· Intelligence officials admitted Tuesday that the National Security Agency's searches of databases that hold the phone records of millions of Americans violated privacy protections because they failed to meet a court-ordered standard, The Wall Street Journal reported. Read more
· Look ahead: Disclosures about the National Security Agency's surveillance programs could shrink U.S. technology sales overseas by as much as $180 billion, an amount equal to 25 percent of information technology services, by 2016, Bloomberg reported. Read more

[bookmark: white_house]WHITE HOUSE

· The White House on Tuesday announced plans to work with the United Nations toward a diplomatic solution to the Syria crisis, The New York Times reported. Read more
· President Obama made an unusually emotional pitch to Congress and the country Tuesday night, seeking to rally support for a strong American response to Syria's use of chemical weapons, National Journal reported. Read more
· In separate meetings with Senate Democrats and Republicans on Tuesday, President Obama addressed the altered landscape of the Syria negotiations, Politico reported. Read more
· President Obama sat for interviews with six major television networks Monday, making his case for an American military intervention in Syria. Read more
· The Obama administration succeeded in 2011 in petitioning the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court to overturn restrictions on some National Security Agency surveillance programs, The Washington Post reported. Read more
· In an effort to win congressional support for a military strike against the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, the White House launched "the most intense, uphill lobbying campaign of the Obama presidency," The New York Times reported. Read more
· President Obama took part Wednesday in ceremonies honoring the victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, observing a moment of silence on the South Lawn of the White House and laying a wreath at the Pentagon Memorial. Read more
· Vice President Biden presented Monday a $10 million federal grant for infrastructure improvements during an appearance at the port of Baltimore, The Baltimore Sun reported. Read more

Look ahead

· The White House has canceled its annual congressional picnic amid concerns that Congress would be preoccupied with Syria, Politico reported. Read more
· Vice President Biden will travel to South Carolina on Sept. 16, where he "will discuss the importance of infrastructure investment to exports, economic competitiveness, and job creation," at the Port of Charleston.

Future events

· Friday, September 13 -- The Clare Boothe Luce Policy Institute will hold a Conservative Women's Network book discussion on Emily Gets Her Gun ... but Obama Wants to Take Yours at noon at 214 Massachusetts Avenue NE. 
· Monday, September 16 -- The National Press Club Journalism Institute will hold a discussion, "The Road to War: Obama, Congress, and the Syrian Collision” at 6:30 p.m. at 529 14th Street NW.

[bookmark: congress]CONGRESS

· House Republicans are delaying a vote until next week on a continuing resolution that would have funded the federal government through Dec. 15, The Hill reported. Read more
· Just days ago, the Syria crisis threatened to overtake Congress's fall agenda. But now, having dodged a difficult vote on military strikes with plenty of political cover, many lawmakers are relieved that legislative action on Syria is nowhere in sight, National Journal reported. Read more
· Congressional leaders along with dozens of members of Congress gathered outside the Capitol on Wednesday to remember the 12th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, The Hill reported. Read more
· The House Ethics Committee announced Wednesday that it is dropping its investigation into whether Rep. John Tierney, D-Mass., failed to report some of his wife’s income on his tax and financial-disclosure forms, but said it is continuing to look into activities of three other lawmakers. Read more
· Sen. Robert Casey, D-Pa., on Thursday urged Congress to increase the federal minimum wage to $10.10, The Hill reported. Read more 
· In a letter Monday, Rep. Bruce Braley, D-Iowa, called on House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, to cancel a district work period scheduled for late September, The Hill reported. Read more

Look ahead

· Republican House leadership will meet with Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg during his trip to Washington next week, Politico reported. Read more
· A bill that would cut Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program funding by approximately 5 percent is headed to the House floor next week for a vote, The Huffington Post reported. Read more
· Syria may be dominating the nation’s capital, but members of Congress still face other legislative issues -- including unresolved battles over government spending, the federal debt, farm policy, immigration reform, and health care implementation -- during its limited September schedule, National Journal’s Billy House reported. Read more

Future events

· Wednesday, September 18 -- The House Judiciary Committee will hold a full committee hearing on "Oversight of the Administration's use of FISA (Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act) Authorities" in 2141 Rayburn at a time to be determined.
· Wednesday, September 18 -- The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management Subcommittee will hold a hearing on "FEMA Reauthorization: Recovering Quicker and Smarter" at 10 a.m. in 2167 Rayburn.

[bookmark: politics]POLITICS

· New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, a Republican, will spend $1.5 million on an upcoming TV ad blitz, a source told Politico. Read more
· A leading tea-party group, the Senate Conservatives Fund, booked a $340,000 television-ad buy in Kentucky attacking Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell for his failure to join the movement to defund Obamacare, National Journal's Shane Goldmacher reported. Read more
· Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli, a Republican, announced via video Tuesday that he has donated $18,000 to charity to offset gifts he received from Star Scientific CEO Jonnie Williams Sr., CNN reported. Read more
· The key question facing the Republican Party in 2016 is whether Obama's 2012 performance represents a structural Democratic decline among whites that could deepen even further in the years ahead—or a floor from which the next Democratic nominee is likely to improve, National Journal's Ronald Brownstein writes. Read more
· New York City Public Advocate Bill de Blasio spoke to a crowd of supporters just before midnight Tuesday, declaring victory in the city’s crowded Democratic mayoral primary, The New York Times reported. Read more
· The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee named nine new candidates for its Jumpstart program, which provides financial and operational support, on Monday, targeting districts that lean Republican, Roll Call reported. Read more

Look ahead

· Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush will attend a fundraiser on Sept. 17 for Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli as a "special guest," Politico reported. Read more 
· Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., will campaign with and endorse former Bogota, N.J., Mayor Steve Lonegan, the Republican nominee in New Jersey’s special Senate election, Roll Call reported. Read more
· A recount is expected in the Democratic mayoral primary in New York City, and the Associated Press reported that it could be a week or more before the winner is officially determined. Read more

Future events

· Thursday, September 12 -- The Maryland Democratic Party will hold its Gala 2013: "Forward Together” at 6 p.m. at 7400 Greenway Center Drive in Greenbelt, Md.
· Monday, September 16 -- The American Constitution Society for Law and Policy will hold its annual Supreme Court preview on key cases on the court's docket for the upcoming term, including potential decisions on affirmative action, religious liberty, and campaign finance regulation at noon at 529 14th Street NW.
· Monday, September 16 -- The Heritage Foundation will hold a discussion on "Conservative Values, Contemporary Challenges: 21st Century Welfare Reform," focusing on "how conservatives on both sides of the Atlantic can bring enduring values to bear on our most pressing social problems, in order to tackle poverty, disadvantage and dependency” at noon at 214 Massachusetts Avenue NE.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The Cato Institute will hold the 12th annual Constitution Day Symposium on "The Supreme Court: Past and Prologue - A Look at the October 2012 and 2013 Terms” at 10:30 a.m. at 1000 Massachusetts Avenue NW.

[bookmark: bud_econ]BUDGET & ECONOMY

· The Justice and Treasury departments are discussing with bank regulators how banks can best work with businesses that sell marijuana, Deputy Attorney General James Cole told the Senate Judiciary Committee on Tuesday. Read more
· Government agencies made fewer than 90,000 new hires in 2012, the smallest such amount in six years and 37 percent lower than the number hired in 2009, The Washington Post reported. Read more
· Fueled by encouraging data out of China that buoyed optimism about the global economy, U.S. stocks rose sharply late Monday and the Nasdaq hit its highest reading since September 2000, Reuters reported. Read more
· July's Federal Reserve report released Monday supports historic patterns in post-recession economies, where Americans use charge for urgent needs but forestall accepting debt for discretionary purposes, the Associated Press reported. Read more
· Union leaders in Los Angeles for the AFL-CIO convention were working to draft a resolution articulating their concerns about the Affordable Care Act, The Hill reported. Read more
· Using data from economic research firm EMSI, The Atlantic Cities' Richard Florida set out to determine which cities offer the greatest employment opportunities for recent college graduates. Read more
· A new report released Wednesday finds American families increasingly divided by many factors, including race, class, and education, because of growing economic inequality wrought by the Great Recession, The Washington Post reported. Read more
· The so-called Volcker rule, a critical part of the Dodd-Frank regulation that aims to prohibit banks from making risky investment gambles with their own money, remains “unfinished and unenforced, mired in policy tangles and infighting among five separate agencies whose job is to produce the fine print,” The Wall Street Journal reported. Read more
· U.S. jobless claims fell last week by a large margin of 31,000, but much of the decline appears to have resulted from technical problems in the claims processing, Reuters reported. Read more

Look ahead

· In what Reuters characterized as "the biggest shake-up of the Dow Jones industrial average in nearly a decade," Goldman Sachs, Visa and Nike are set to join the 30-stock index on Sept. 23, just as Bank of America departs. Read more
· The Bipartisan Policy Center released a report Tuesday concluding that the Treasury will run out of cash to pay the country's bills as soon as Oct. 18 unless Congress raises the debt limit, The Washington Post reported. Read more

Future events

· Monday, September 16 -- The U.S. Chamber of Commerce will hold a discussion, "Services Matter - Bringing the World to America and America to the World," on "how service industries like travel and tourism will continue to drive the U.S. economy” at 11:30 a.m. at 1615 H Street NW.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The National Association of Home Builders and CQ Roll Call will hold a discussion on "Building a Better Future: America's Housing at a Crossroads" at 8 a.m. at 555 Pennsylvania Avenue NW. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont. ,Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., and Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., are scheduled to deliver remarks.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The Congressional Budget Office will hold a media briefing to release its annual Long-Term Budget Outlook at 11 a.m. at 483 Ford House Office Building.

[bookmark: energy]ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

· Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper sent a letter to the White House in August saying that Canada would work with the U.S. to reduce oil and gas industry greenhouse-gas emissions, CBC News reported. Read more
· House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., announced Friday that he is planning to bring a bill to the House floor that would take away the federal government's ability to regulate fracking on public and Indian lands, The Hill reported. Read more
· Canadian Minister of Natural Resources Joe Oliver met with Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz on Monday to discuss the status of Canada's bid for U.S. approval of the Keystone XL pipeline, The Hill reported. Read more
· Monday marked the start of a three-day fly-in event in Washington organized by Growth Energy, an ethanol trade association, to defend the renewable-fuel standard, Fuel Fix reported. Read more
· Republican members of the Senate Environment and Public works Committee released a report Monday attacking the Environmental Protection Agency's record-keeping practices, The Hill reported. Read more
· This week ethanol trade group Growth Energy squared off against the American Petroleum Institute, the largest trade association for the oil and gas industry, over the controversial renewable-fuel standard with the release of a new ad buy aimed at big oil. Read more
· On Wednesday, the White House issued a statement of support for S.1392, the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2013, cosponsored by Sens. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Rob Portman, R-Ohio, The Hill reported. Read more
· The White House approved a proposal on Wednesday by Dominion Resource Inc. to export liquefied natural gas from a shipping terminal in Chesapeake Bay, Md., Reuters reported. Read more

Look ahead

· The Transportation Department's Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration announced it will take steps to improve the structural soundness of DOT-111 tank cars, a type of railway tanker commonly used to transport crude oil, Bloomberg reported. Read more
· The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee will hold a hearing Sept. 17 to consider Ron Binz as a nominee for commissioner of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

Future events

· Friday, September 13 -- The Energy Department will hold a Secretary of Energy Advisory Board meeting, including presentations on the president's climate-action plan and Exascale computing at 8 a.m. at 1000 Independence Avenue SW.
· Friday, September 13 -- The Jamestown Foundation will hold a discussion on "Azerbaijan and the Southern Gas Corridor to Europe: Implications for U.S. and European Energy Security” at 9 a.m. at 1779 Massachusetts Avenue NW.
· Friday, September 13 -- The United States Energy Association will hold a discussion on "The Current and Future Status of Energy Storage Technologies” at 11 a.m. at 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
· Monday, September 16 -- The Environmental and Energy Study Institute and the United Nations Environment Program will hold a briefing on "Fast-Action Climate Mitigation: A Focus on Short-Lived Climate Pollutants” at 3 p.m. in CVC-217.

[bookmark: foreign_affairs]FOREIGN AFFAIRS

· The Central Intelligence Agency has begun to arm Syrian rebels, U.S officials and Syrian figures told The Washington Post, with the shipments starting two weeks ago. Read more
· Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said Tuesday that the opportunity to resolve Iran's conflict with Western nations over its nuclear program is quickly eroding, Reuters reported. Read more
· Russian President Vladimir Putin responded to the rising international chorus by saying a deal on Syria's chemical arms "will work out only" if the U.S. and others "pledge to renounce the use of force" against Syria, Reuters reported. Read more
· Powerful men and women chronically underestimate Bashar al-Assad, National Journal's James Kitfield writes in a profile of the longtime dictator. Read more
· Syria's army began an attack Monday in the hills near the Christian-majority village of Maaloula outside Damascus just two days after rebels connected to an al-Qaida affiliate captured the community, the Associated Press reported. Read more
· A four-person United Nations rights panel issued a report Wednesday concluding that both the Syrian government and, to a smaller degree, rebel forces were guilty of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity, The New York Times reported. Read more
· The military's sexual-assault epidemic is well known. Less understood is why the military's culture of abuse has been so hard to combat—let alone eradicate, National Journal’s Sara Sorcher reported. Read more
· On the one-year anniversary of an attack on a U.S. diplomatic post in Benghazi, an explosive blast from a car damaged a Libyan foreign ministry building in the same city, Reuters reported. Read more
· Russian President Vladimir Putin made his case on Syria via an op-ed in The New York Times. Read more
· Yukiya Amano, the International Atomic Energy Agency's director general, said Thursday there is no "clear understanding" of whether North Korea has restarted a plutonium production reactor at its Yongbyon nuclear facility, Reuters reported. Read more

Look ahead

· Disclosures about the National Security Agency's surveillance programs could shrink U.S. technology sales overseas by as much as $180 billion, an amount equal to 25 percent of information technology services, by 2016, Bloomberg reported. Read more
· Despite the sudden bout of optimism surrounding a diplomatic solution in Syria, disarming chemical weapons is no easy task even during times of peace, according to weapons experts, The New York Times reported. Read more
· Syrian President Bashar al-Assad could stand to benefit more than anyone from the possible diplomatic agreement to have his government hand over its chemical weapons stockpile, Reuters reported. Read more

Future events

· Thursday, September 12 -- Government Executive will hold a webinar, beginning at 2 p.m., "Are Budget Pressures Affecting DOD's Readiness."
· Thursday, September 12 -- The Heritage Foundation will hold a discussion on "Assessing the Risks of the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty” at 2 p.m. at 214 Massachusetts Avenue NE.
· Monday, September 16 -- The Woodrow Wilson Center's Middle East Program will hold a discussion, "Is Egypt on the Right Path? A Conversation With Egyptian Policymakers” at noon at 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The Bipartisan Policy Center will hold a discussion on "Iran Sanctions: Tool or Hindrance?” at 10 a.m. at the Capitol. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn.; Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind.; Susan Glasser, editor of Politico Magazine; and Blaise Misztal, acting director of the BPC Foreign Policy Project, will participate.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The Center for Strategic and International Studies' Global Health Policy Center and Middle East Program will hold a discussion on "Syria's Evolving Health Crisis and the Impact on its Neighbors" at 1800 K Street NW.

[bookmark: healthcare]HEALTH CARE

· The Kaiser Family Foundation released a report that found individual premium prices under the Affordable Care Act lower than previously expected, Bloomberg reported. Read more
· The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services reserved at least $12 million in ad airtime in 13 states to encourage individuals to enroll in the Affordable Care Act's new insurance exchanges, Politico reported. Read more
· The Internal Revenue Service issued draft rules Thursday for reporting insurance information to the agency under the Affordable Care Act's employer mandate, The Hill reported. Read more
· The latest criticism of the Affordable Care Act has centered on "navigator" organizations charged with helping Americans find insurance coverage under the law, but the navigator program has a precedent, one that suggests the concerns may be overblown, National Journal’s Catherine Hollander reported. Read more
· The Congressional Budget Office release a report saying that delaying the Affordable Care Act's individual mandate would cut federal spending, increase the number of uninsured, and raise insurance premiums, The Hill reported. Read more
· Rite Aid announced that it will help individuals enroll in the Affordable Care Act's new insurance exchanges, The Huffington Post reported. Read more
· The Department of Health and Human Services sent a response Monday to a letter from House Republicans questioning so-called navigator organizations about their involvement in Affordable Care Act implementation, The Washington Post reported. Read more
· The plan to threaten a government shutdown over the Affordable Care Act is generally considered to have been a failure, yet the relatively small crowd at the Exempt America from Obamacare ally was energized and committed to the cause, National Journal’s Sophie Novack reported. Read more
· The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services defended its new Affordable Care Act data hub, in advance of a hearing on the hub’s security, The Hill reported. Read more

Look ahead

· A continuing resolution bill was removed from the House legislative schedule amid divisions in the Republican conference over funding for the Affordable Care Act. A vote on the CR was originally expected to take place Thursday; legislative aides now say they hope to hold it next week, Politico reported. Read more
· Service Employees International Union announced that it will help the Department of Health and Human Services with Affordable Care Act outreach in the coming weeks, Politico reported. Read more

Future events

· Thursday, September 12 -- The Johns Hopkins University Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies will hold a discussion on "Of Death and Taxes: The Politics of Health Inequality in Comparative Perspective” at 4 p.m. at 1717 Massachusetts Avenue NW.
· Monday, September 16 -- The Georgetown University Supreme Court Institute will hold a discussion on "A Look at the Affordable Care Act Litigation” at 6 p.m. at 600 New Jersey Avenue NW.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The U.S. Census Bureau will hold a conference call briefing and webcast to announce the findings from its report, "Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2012" at 10 a.m.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The Internal Revenue Service will hold a meeting on computing and applying the medical loss ratio added to the Internal Revenue Code by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act at 10 a.m. at 1111 Constitution Avenue NW.

[bookmark: education]EDUCATION

· An increasing number of parents are having their children opt out of participating in standardized testing, the Associated Press reported. Read more
· Better data on academic-honesty violations could help colleges better understand and push back against cheating, The Chronicle of Higher Education reported. Read more
· Historically black land-grant colleges in 10 states were underfunded between 2010-2012, compared to matching funds the states gave to other land-grant universities, according to a study by the Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities, The Chronicle of Higher Education reported. Read more
· Teach for America teachers helped increase their students secondary math knowledge more than non-TFA teachers, including experienced teachers, a recent study backed by the Department of Education found, Education Week reported. Read more
· JPMorgan Chase has decided to no longer make student loans beginning in October, Reuters reported. Read more
· National Journal’s Fawn Johnson writes on the pros and cons of schools starting at a later time. Read more

Look ahead

· The Obama administration’s push to regulate for-profit colleges will likely face pushback from Republicans who are against any regulation, Politico reported. Read more
· It is unclear what, if any, consequences parents who are part of the opt-out movement will face under the Common Core State Standards and its accompanying exams, the Associated Press reported. Read more

Future events

· Thursday, September 12 -- The New America Foundation will hold a book discussion on "The Smartest Kids in the World: And How They Got That Way” at 5:30 p.m. at 421 Seventh Street NW.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- Gov. Mary Fallin, R-Okla., vice chairman of the National Governors Association, will deliver a National Press Club Newsmaker Luncheon address on "America Works: Education and Training for Tomorrow's Jobs" at 12:30 p.m. at 529 14th Street NW.

[bookmark: technology]TECHNOLOGY

· Intelligence officials admitted Tuesday that the National Security Agency's searches of databases that hold the phone records of millions of Americans violated privacy protections because they failed to meet a court-ordered standard, The Wall Street Journal reported. Read more
· Sens. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Mark Udall, D-Colo., issued a statement late Tuesday warning that many of the NSA's privacy violations remain secret, The Hill reported. Read more
· Newly released documents obtained by a fundraiser for the legal defense of Chelsea (nee Bradley) Manning pull back the curtain on how the government uses border crossings to seize electronic devices belonging to travelers without a search warrant, The New York Times reported. Read more
· As New Yorkers headed to the polls in the municipal primary election, many—including mayoral candidates—encountered problems with the voting machines, Talking Points Memo reported. Read more
· A conference in Miami earlier this year attracted 150 hackers, along with scouts from the government and private corporations trying to poach their talent, reflecting cyberwarfare's growing role in national security, Rolling Stone's David Kushner reported. Read more
· New Zealand sociologist Robert Bartholomew has spent more than two decades studying instances of mass psychogenic illness dating to the 16th century, and says that the United States has experienced a "sudden upsurge" in such outbreaks in recent years in part due to social media, The Atlantic’s Laura Dimon writes. Read more
· Verizon sold a record-setting $49 billion in bonds Wednesday to help finance the telecom company’s recent $130 billion buyout of Vodafone’s stake in its wireless business, The Wall Street Journal reported. Read more
· Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., said Wednesday he was concerned about proposed changes to Facebook’s privacy policy that would reassert the social network’s right to use users’ photos, names, and personal data in advertisements to friends, The Hill reported. Read more
· Former Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., coauthored a new book about a fictional cyberattack on the U.S. power grid, The New York Times reported. Read more

Look ahead

· Two members of a three-judge panel from the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals seemed willing to strike down at least some part of the Federal Communications Commission's rules barring Internet service providers from discriminating against websites, The Hill reported. Read more
· Apple’s new iPhone 5S announced this week will incorporate a fingerprint scanner as a security measure, but the development could create new privacy vulnerabilities for consumers, The Washington Post reported. Read more
· If the U.S. does go through with a military strike, the Syrian Electronic Army is sure to step up its hacks, National Journal's Brian Resnick reported. But is it a real threat? Read more

Future events

· Friday, September 13 -- The Woodrow Wilson Center will hold a book discussion on Cyberwar Will Not Take Place at noon at 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
· Monday, September 16 -- The Hudson Institute's Center for the Economics of the Internet will hold a discussion on "The Future of the 1755-1780 MHz Band” at noon at 1015 15th Street NW.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research will hold a discussion on "Broadband, Economic Growth, and the Implications for Spectrum Policy" at 8:45 a.m. at 1150 17th Street NW. Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., and Council of Economic Advisers Chairman Jason Furman are scheduled to participate.
· Tuesday, September 17 -- The Information Technology and Innovation Foundation will hold a discussion on "The Size and Shape of Online Piracy" at 9 a.m. in 485 Russell. Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah; Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I.; Robert Atkinson, president at ITIF; Paul Aiken, executive director of the Authors Guild; David Price, head of privacy intelligence at NetNames; and Morgan Reed, executive director of the Association for Competitive Technology, are scheduled to participate.

[bookmark: other_news]OTHER NEWS

· Former Rep. E. Clay Shaw Jr., R-Fla., died Tuesday, Roll Call reported. Shaw, 74, had been diagnosed with lung cancer. Read more
· NAACP President Benjamin Jealous announced Sunday that he will resign his post at the end of the year, the Associated Press reported. Read more
· Their bosses might be suffering from historically low approval ratings, but 80 percent of congressional staffers reported overall job satisfaction, according to a study released Monday, Roll Call reported. Read more
· A full-sized Van Gogh painting, “Sunset at Montmajour,” was identified at the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, the BBC reported. The painting, part of a private collection, had previously been dismissed as a fake. Read more
· Diana Nyad, 64, will meet with endurance swimmers who expressed skepticism via social media on the legitimacy of her 110-mile swim from Cuba to Key West, Fla., Reuters reported. Nyad denied getting into or holding onto a boat during her swim. Read more
· Rafael Nadal beat Novak Djokovic at the U.S. Open Monday, claiming his 13th grand-slam singles title, Reuters reported. Read more

[bookmark: quotes]QUOTES

· “That is exactly what we’re talking about doing — unbelievably small, limited kind of effort.” -- Secretary of State John Kerry, on a potential strike on Syria (Yahoo! News)
· “We have a fine mess on our hands.” Rep. John Dingell, D-Mich., on the ongoing debate over Yucca Mountain (National Journal)
· “I hope I don’t get skin cancer out here! Can you imagine the line?” -- Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., at a “Defund Obamacare” rally (National Journal)
· “When dictators commit atrocities, they depend upon the world to look the other day until those horrifying pictures fade from memory. … If we fail to act, the Assad regime will see no reason to stop using chemical weapons.” -- President Obama, making the case for intervention in Syria (National Journal)
· “Let’s not forget our communications director Barbara. She — she didn’t sleep more than an hour because she had to sleep with one eye open defending me all the time and she mastered new levels in salty language. I want to thank her for that, as well.” -- NYC mayoral candidate Anthony Weiner, referencing an aide’s vulgar July rant in his concession speech (BuzzFeed)
· “If this were a tennis match, it would be the umpire shouting, ‘Advantage Putin!’ He seems to be running circles around this administration.” -- Paul, on Obama’s handling of the Syria situation (Politico)

[bookmark: charts]CHARTS AND GRAPHICS

· Pew charts cable networks’ ratio of reporting to opinion airtime.
· The Washington Post’s Wonkblog plots the mixed results of the economic recovery.
· Pew charts the tea party’s growing dissatisfaction with GOP leadership.
· Wonkblog charts the rising costs of college.
· Gallup charts public perception on U.S. priorities.
· Pew charts the growing opposition to intervention in Syria.

[bookmark: tweets]TWEETS

· @daveweigel (118,688 followers): Area Tweeter Also Felt Emotions on 9/11
· @Chris_Moody (16,903 followers): Multitasking so hard right now. pic.twitter.com/s1BklkGqCq
· @fivethirtyeight (600,381 followers): VERY bad and unscientific practice for @ppppolls to suppress a polling result they didn't believe/didn't like. http://www.publicpolicypolling.com/main/2013/09/reflecting-on-the-colorado-recalls.html …
· @rebeccagberg (11,328 followers): Who will poll FiveThirtyEight vs. PPP?
· @katienolan (17,258 followers): It isn't hard to beat a dead horse. RT @SportsCenter: A horse named Johnny Football finished last out of 5 horses in its first race.
· @dceiver (22,643 followers): Ain't no fight like a pollster-pollster fight because a pollster-pollster fight places high value on large sample sizes.
· @marionbarryjr (10,046 followers): My gf just bet me that Cousins comes in 2nd half. Whoever loses gets to do the dishes. :-/
· @aseitzwald (6,122 followers): Obviously don't bring your parents to a job interview, that's what dates are for.
· @mpaldridge (61 followers): "Asking if McDonald's can improve the McMuffin is like asking if God could make an object so big he couldn't move it" http://www.slate.com/blogs/moneybox/2013/09/11/steak_egg_mcmuffin_can_mcdonalds_improve_on_perfection.html …

[bookmark: numbers]BY THE NUMBERS

· $148. The amount Anthony Weiner spent per vote he earned in the mayoral race.
· 70. The percentage of D.C. pregnancies that are unintended.
· $134. The property taxes owed by a 76-year-old D.C. man who was forced from his house, which was then foreclosed and sold for six figures.
· $16 billion. The amount the U.S. spends annually on counterterrorism.
· 124. The number of Brazilian billionaires worth more than 12 percent of the country’s GDP.
· 2-0. The final score of the U.S.-Mexico World Cup qualifier, the fourth straight time the U.S. has defeated Mexico in Columbus, Ohio, by that score.

[bookmark: humor][bookmark: _GoBack]WASHINGTON HUMOR

· “Americans are ill-informed about Syria. In fact, 9 out of 10 people surveyed thought Syria is the female voice in their iPhone.” -- NBC’s Jay Leno (NewsBusters)
· “Yesterday in a Rose Garden press conference, [Obama] tried to draw attention to his Syria plan with one of those floppy tube men.” -- Comedy Central’s Stephen Colbert (Colbert Nation)
· “When they asked why he picked PBS [for his interview], Assad said, ‘They are fair and unbiased, and I want to get one of those neat tote bags.’” -- NBC’s Jimmy Fallon (MSNBC)
· “What kind of balls does a ruthless dictator have to cite public opinion polls [on America’s disapproval of Syrian intervention.]. You know, you might want to slow down there Mr. Gallup, I’m pretty sure gassing your own people ain’t hitting double digits either.” -- Comedy Central’s Jon Stewart (The Daily Show)
· "Rodman went to North Korea for a second time to meet with his friend Kim Jong Un. Is it possible that Kim Jong Un thinks that Rodman is President Obama?" –ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel (About.com)
· “Dennis Rodman said the North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is ‘an awesome guy and a good dad.’ In response, Kim Jong Un said that Dennis Rodman is ‘bats--- crazy.’” -- TBS’s Conan O’Brien (Team Coco)
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